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Learning in 
Interactive Environments: 
 
•  Prepare K-8 students for a visit to 
the Lilly Library  
•  Provide students with historical 
context 
•  Create an appreciation of 
medieval manuscripts  
     as items of material culture &       
craftsmanship 
 
Combining Prior Knowledge 
& New Experiences 
 
        Pre-Lilly Library visit preparation: 
ü  In-class exercises -- 
o  Vocabulary review 
o  Medieval music 
o  Age appropriate reading 
o  Examples of digital surrogates from the Digital 
Scriptorium image database 
ü  Classroom visit -- 
o  Demonstrations 
o  Sampling of scriptorium tools and supplies 
o  Hands-on activities 
o  Review digital surrogates 
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/scriptorium.htm 
Pre-learning activities 
Helpful handouts for in-class review 
Age-appropriate 
reading material 
The Ink Garden of 
Brother Theophane 
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Marguerite 
Makes a Book 
Structured Classroom Visit 
 
What is a manuscript? 
 
What tools were needed 
to create an illuminated 
manuscript? 
 
 
 
 
Classroom discussions 
reinforce students’ prior 
knowledge 
 
 
Hands-on 
activities & 
demonstrations 

Illustration 
or 
Illumination 
Students can create their own manuscript layout complete 
with illumination & text  on this bifolium handout 
… not as easy as it looks! 
Writing & decorating 
with a quill pen  
Fur & bristle 
paint brushes 
 
The Illustrator 
or 
The Illuminator 

Review the Elements of an Illuminated Manuscript 
Miniature	  pain+ng	  
Text	  
(Calligraphy)	  
Decorated	  &	  
illuminated	  ini+al	  
Decorated	  margins	  
Following the 
page layout 
& ruling … 
Gold decoration: 
 * Initial 
 * Miniature painting 
 * Margin decorations 
Color pages 
Students create 
their own 
illuminated 
initials 
Lilly Library Visit 





















Thank you! 
Resources: 
•  !e Lilly Library:  http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/ 
•  Cross-curricular ideas: Art, trade, development. !e National Gallery 
(London) http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/learning/teachers-and-
schools/picture-in-focus/cross-curricular-ideas/art-trade 
•  Digital Scriptorium: http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/
scriptorium.htm 
•  Leaves of gold: Treasures of manuscript illumination from Philadelphia 
collections. 
     http://leavesofgold.org/learn/index.html 
•  !e Making of a medieval book. !e J. Paul Getty Museum. http://
www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/videoDetails?segid=372&segnr=5 
•  !e Medieval book: an introduction to medieval manuscripts. 
Bloomington, Ind. : Media Production, Instructional Support Services, 
1996. (Lilly Z6 .M47) 
  
  
  
 
 
 
     Questions?  
 
Lori Dekydtspotter 
Interim Head of Cataloging & Rare Books Cataloger, Lilly Library 
lodekydt@indiana.edu 
 
Cherry Williams 
Curator of Manuscripts, Lilly Library 
chedwill@indiana.edu 
 
